
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



332 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY [Vol. XXIII 

treatment of the constitution of the arti and mestieri follows the slow 
formation of these organs of self-protection with sympathetic historical 
insight and terminates in a suggestive consideration of the whole 
process of social groupings as developed in the radical sociology of 
Durkeim. The first section of the book considers the economic bases 
of communal activity, the second the social consequences of these 
economic institutions in politics, financial and diplomatic relations, 
civil, penal and commercial institutions, and the philosophic concep- 
tions of the Renaissance. It may be that the resulting synthesis is 
somewhat too confidently stated, but the general conclusions by which 
the mediaeval systems are drawn into the general current of present-day 
questions deserve the careful attention of students of sociology. 

J. T. S. 

Economic History of the United States. By E. L. BOGART. 
New York, Longmans, Green and Company, 1907. — vii, 522 pp. 

Mr. Bogart has made a praiseworthy attempt to accomplish a difficult 
feat, viz., to bring the multiform phenomena that go to the making of 
a great industrial nation within the scope of a text-book. Any such 
treatment involves the most rigid picking and choosing of the facts to 
be presented. In this case the result is little if anything more than a 
commercial geography arranged on a semi-historical plan. In the chap- 
ters dealing with colonial conditions the author has attempted to account 
for experiments in land tenure, labor, etc., by English antecedents ; but 
these analogies are sometimes misleading, as when " the mercantile 
system," not trade jealousy, is made to account for the repression of 
colonial manufactures, and sometimes even fallacious, as when villen- 
age, not apprenticeship, is suggested as the origin of indentured service. 
Actual misstatements are not lacking, e. g., " the Navigation Ordinance 
of 1 65 1 " " enacted by Cromwell " and "made more severe in r66o " 
is confused with the legislation of 1663, enumerating articles that might 
not be shipped from the colonies to other than British ports. 

The treatment as a whole is unduly objective , burdened by a multitude 
of details, and it fails to convey the impression of organic development. 
The interrelation of business and politics is hardly suggested. The 
inevitable effects of war on industrial conditions and industrial legisla- 
tion is minimized. Our financial panics, so rich in significance to the 
student of currency and credit, receive but casual notice. On the other 
hand, the agricultural progress of the United States is fully and admir- 
ably treated. The enormous gains in farm acreage and in crop output, 
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due to our public-land policy, to the opening of foreign markets and to 
the application of labor-saving machinery, become strikingly apparent. 
Curiously enough the author gives no account of the Department of 
Agriculture, whose stimulating influence in the way of experimentation 
and dissemination of scientific methods has gone far to render our 
farmers the most intelligent in the world. Washington, our farmer- 
president, had a clear prevision of the possibilities of this form of gov- 
ernment service, and his anticipations have been amply justified. 

The author gives but scant space to first-hand authorities, while he 
indulges in frequent quotations from recent writers not always identified. 
His bibliography is a long one, but it adds few valuable titles to pre- 
vious lists. 

Students of economic history are grateful for every real contribution 
to the enormous labor of distinguishing the multiform material achieve- 
ments and estimating the various social forces that have made for the 
industrial evolution of the United States. The accumulation of a 
common body of knowledge and opinion is an important preliminary to 
the genesis of an economic history of the United States that shall be 
both accurate and philosophic. 

Katharine Com an. 

Weixesley College, Massachusetts. 

Parzellierung und innere Kolonisation in den seeks ostlichen 
Provinzen Preussens, 187J-1906. By Martin Belgard. Leipzig, 
Duncker und Humblot, 1907. — 541 pp. 

This book brings up to date the story of the Prussian government's 
long-continued attempt to establish German colonists in its eastern 
provinces for the purpose of displacing the Polish population ; and it is 
especially timely just now, when the government, baffled in its efforts, 
is seeking to adopt sharper methods and Poland's great novelist is ask- 
ing the sympathy of the world for his oppressed countrymen. 

For some years, the government carried on its work of settlement 
through a general commission in cooperation with private agencies. 
But in 1886 it adopted a more vigorous policy and established a settle- 
ment commission, which has practically taken over the work of colon- 
ization and has received grants amounting to 350,000,000 marks. 
The work of the commission has been to buy estates in the Polish 
provinces and, after subjecting them to more or less improvement, to 
divide them into small holdings, on which German settlers are placed. 
It provides the settlers with schools and churches, and fosters in every 
conceivable way their economic and social life. 



